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A  Warm up

Unit 2: 

Comedies

1. Do you know any of the following actors? Who are they? What movies have they been in?

2. What is the purpose of a comedy movie?

3. Do you tend to prefer Japanese or western comedies? Why?

4. What’s your favourite comedy? Why do you like it?
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B  Vocabulary
1. Match the words with their definitions.

___ something that is becoming more common
___ joke
___ a quality that makes something likely to happen
___ to describe something bigger or greater than it really is
___ something that is not included
___ widespread
___ to make people notice or be aware of something
___ to be very different in a way that makes being or working together difficult

a) exaggerate
b) gag
c) highlight
d) exception
e) clash
f) tendency
g) trend
h) universal

2. Find and circle these words in the article on the next page.
3. Use words and expressions from the Natural Conversation box to complete the conversation 
below.

Could you pick up a bottle of champagne from the wine store? Thank you. I’d go 
myself, but going out during rush hour __________ me.

I’m going to go do some shopping so I can make a nice meal for us for dinner. Would you 
__________ anything from the supermarket?

__________….you want the most expensive bottle of champagne in the shop, right? Dom 
Perignan?

Of course! It tastes so much better than the cheaper brands. __________ myself ___ an 
expert when it comes to wine and champagne. Dom Perignan is the best there is.

Natural conversation:

Let me guess…
I like to think of ___ as…
malarkey
takes so much out of 
care for
give me the okay to

__________! There’s no difference in the taste. Dom Perignon is way too expensive. Please 
__________ pick up a bottle of cheaper stuff.
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How can we define a comedy film? Obviously, 
comedies are supposed to be funny…but how 
much humour does a movie have to have before 
it can be considered a comedy? There is no 
exact answer to this question which makes the 
comedy genre a little difficult to define.

Comedies often exaggerate situations, actions, 
and characters. Perhaps the most common 
characteristic of a comedy is that they almost 
always have happy endings (with the exception 
of dark comedies). Usually all plot lines are 
resolved at the end of the movie, sometimes 
making the movies seem a bit 
unrealistic.

The setting of a comedy 
depends on the type of comedy, 
but usually most scenes occur 
in bright places. Camerawork is 
used naturally, with a lot of 
close-up shots being used so 
the camera can catch the 
actors' facial expressions.

There is usually more than one 
main character in a comedy, 
and main characters tend to 
have different personalities, 
which clash together to form 
funny situations. 

One of the earliest forms of 
comedy was slapstick. This is 
simple, universal comedy with 
visual action, including harmless or painless 
violence, and sight gags (e.g., a pie in the face, 
collapsing houses, a loss of pants, etc). Slapstick  
humour was popular in the earliest silent films, 
since it didn't need sound to be effective. 
Slapstick has evolved over the years and newer 
slapstick stars include Jim Carrey and Will 
Ferrell.

Comedies can be classified in many sub-genres, 
such as romantic comedy (rom-com), teen 
comedy, and gross-out comedy. Comedy films 
also have a tendency to be made into hybrid 
genres because humor can be tied into many 
other kinds of movies. Examples of these hybrids 
are the musical-comedy, horror-comedy, and 
action-comedy. 

The more serious “dramedy” has also become 
popular in recent years, combining comedy 
elements with deeper, more serious drama 
storylines.

It is often said that comedies 
are more difficult to make than 
other genres of movies - you 
may notice that comedies rarely 
win big awards. One challenge 
for producers of comedies is 
that these movies often don’t do 
well overseas. Comedy is often 
culture-specific; what’s funny in 
North America may not be funny 
in European or Asian countries. 
As a result, many movie studios 
put more effort into producing 
and promoting action films than 
comedies. One exception to this 
trend is animated comedies 
which have a large market with 
children and family audiences.

Comedies tend to highlight 
male actors more than females, 

but this seems to be slowly changing as more 
and more female comedians star in big films. A 
good example of this may be last summer’s 
Ghostbusters, a remake of one of the most 
successful comedies of all time.

Comedies
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C  The Article

1. Why are comedy films difficult to define?
2. What sub-genre of comedy films often doesn’t include a happy ending.?
3. What five sub-genres of comedies are mentioned in the article?
4. What hybrid-genres are mentioned in the article?
5. Why is it difficult to make comedy movies that are successful internationally?

D  Iconic Scene 

Circle true (T) or false (F) for the following statements about the article.

2. Ask a partner the following questions.

1. Which characters were the most important in this scene? Why do you think so?
2. What kind of camera shots were used in the filming of this scene?
3. Was the scene funny or not? Why do you think so?
4. How do you think this movie will end?

1.Watch the following scene from the comedy Meet the Parents (2000).

In this scene, a young man (Greg) is having dinner with his girlfriend’s parents for the first time. So far, Greg 
and Jack (the father) are not getting along very well…

G: Greg, J: Jack (father), D: Dianne (mother), P: Pam

G: Oh, that’s a lovely vase. That’s great. Let me guess 
Jack - Is that one of your little secret cameras too? 
Haha.
D: Greg, that’s an urn, which holds the remains of Jack’s 
mother.
G: Oh, I’m sorry. I’m so sorry.
J: That’s alright. You didn’t know, Greg.
P: That’s our gran-gran.
J: We like to think of her as watching over us as we eat. 
Love you mom. Miss you. I miss you every day.
D: Oh honey, why don’t you read Greg your poem?
J: Oh, no. He doesn’t want to hear that.
What poem?
D: You see, when Jack had to retire for health reasons…
J: Oh that’s a bunch of malarkey… I’m fine…
D:…the doctor thought it would be therapeutic if he 
expressed his emotions in an artistic way. You wrote the 

most beautiful poem about your mother. Please - we 
really want to hear it.
J: Oh, alright… (READS POEM)
P: Daddy That’s beautiful.
G: Amazing. So much love, and so much… information.
D: It takes so much out of him.
G: Would anyone care for a bottle of Oyster Bay’s finest 
champagne?
D: That is so sweet of you…Isn’t that a nice gesture?
J: Yeah, it’s very nice.
P: How can he have seen Debbie’s ring, mom? I haven’t 
been home for months.
J: Well, when I gave Bob the okay to propose to Deb, I 
put him in touch with my diamond guy in the city, and he 
picked the exact same design that Kevin gave you.
G: Kevin, your old boyfriend?
J: Kevin was Dianne’s fiance. 
…
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1. Have you seen any of the “must-see” comedies listed below? Which ones?
2. What’s your favourite Japanese comedy film?

3. Match the one line synopses with the movie posters above.
1. A group of friends start a business to hunt and trap ghosts.
2. A man awakes to find he is living the same day over and over again.
3. The cross-country adventures of two good-hearted but incredibly stupid friends.
4. A man afraid to fly must ensure that a plane lands safely after the pilots become sick.
5. A nerdy middle aged man who's never had sex is pressured by his friends to find a girl to sleep with.
6. Three men wake up, realise their friend is missing and can't remember what they did the night before.
7. A man gets a chance to meet up with his dream girl from high school.
8. A top-rated newsman in the 1970s has to deal with an ambitious female coworker.

1999
Paul Weitz

1994
Peter & Bobby Farrelly

1993
Harold Ramis

1980
Jim Abrahams, David & 
Jerry Zucker

1984
Ivan Reitman

2004
Adam McKay

Comedy conventions: 
• usually have a happy ending
• lends itself well to genre hybrids (horror-comedy, etc.)
• sound edits to catch humour
• many close-up shots to catch actors’ expressions
• lighting is often bright
• endings wrap everything up

F

1998
Peter & Bobby Farrelly

2009
Todd Phillips

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000601?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0268370?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0718645?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0718645?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0268370?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0268370?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000601?ref_=tt_ov_dr
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0268370?ref_=tt_ov_dr
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E  Project

1. Think of a short scene from a Japanese comedy film that you like. Translate the scene into 
English then act it out in front of the class.


