
The Japanese government should stop fingerprinting foreigners who enter Japan.

From November 20, 2007, the Japanese Justice Ministry started requiring that all 
foreigners who enter Japan be fingerprinted and have their photo taken. The reason the 
government gave for this was to prevent terrorism. However, the policy is flawed and does 
nothing to prevent terrorism. The Japanese government should stop fingerprinting 
foreigners who enter Japan.

Japan is usually regarded as a safe country. The crime rate is lower than other western 
countries so many Japanese people have the impression that foreigners are dangerous 
(Hood, 1999). Hideki Morihara, secretary general of International Movement Against All 
Forms of Discrimination and Racism, said the government is partially responsible for the 
bad image of foreigners in Japan (Ito, 2007). But the truth is that there has never been a 
case of foreigner related terrorism in Japan. The few cases of terrorism in Japan have 
been carried out by Japanese terrorists such as the Aum Shinrikyo subway attack in 1995 
and the Japanese Red Army hijackings of the 1970’s. If the true purpose of fingerprinting is 
to prevent terrorism, the Japanese government should fingerprint Japanese people as well 
as foreigners.

After the Japanese government announced that they would begin fingerprinting foreign 
visitors, many foreigners said that was a reason not to come to Japan. It has been 
reported that 408,800 foreigners visited Japan in February 2009, a 41.3% decrease from 
the same month the previous year (Japan Tourism Marketing 2012). In a country that is 
struggling to boost its tourism industry, it would seem a good idea to do everything 
possible to welcome visitors; not treat them like suspected criminals.

Although the Japanese government has spent over 4,000,000,000 yen to install the 
fingerprinting system, some people have already discovered easy ways to get past it. 
Recently, a South Korean woman illegally entered Japan by placing tape over her fingers 
before her fingerprints were scanned.

Perhaps the strongest argument against the new system is its possible illegality. Article 13 
of the Japanese constitution states: “All of the people shall be respected as individuals. 
Their right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness shall, to the extent that it does not 
interfere with the public welfare, be the supreme consideration in legislation and in other 



governmental affairs.” Because the constitution is supposed to apply to all humans in 
Japan equally, citizens or not, the Japan Federation of Bar Associates has argued that the 
fingerprinting law is unconstitutional (Hards 2006).

As the world becomes more and more globalized, it seems that some countries are trying 
to find a balance between being “multi-cultural” and keeping their own identity. Japan, 
invites thousands of English speakers to the country to teach English, but still worries 
about the potential problems of foreigners living in Japan, and has introduced measures 
that it thinks is protecting the country. But many people see these measures as an abuse 
of human rights. The fingerprinting of foreigners entering Japan should be stopped as 
soon as possible. It is discriminatory, it doesn’t make Japan any safer, and it may prevent 
some tourists from visiting this country. If the Japanese government cannot understand 
this, they will have a difficult time trying to keep up with the global community.
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